
2013 Guandu International Outdoor Sculpture Festival
Proposal Collection
“Seed & Life”
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Guandu International Outdoor Sculpture Festival, originated from Guandu Nature Park in Taiwan since year of 2006 to build up close relationship between human being and natural environment, is moving on to the 8th year. Unlike all past creations only within Guandu Nature Park, since year of 2012, some artists’ creations have had an opportunity to go into surrounding communities. Through the power of these artworks, it fully develops environmental attraction in Guandu area.

Five artists around the world will finally be selected to create their own artworks for 2013 Guandu International Outdoor Sculpture Festival. Each selected artist will cooperate with local residents, students, and volunteers to complete his/her natural creation associated with the theme of “Seed & Life”. 
Theme of Year: “Seed & Life”
Seed is the origin of life that indicates the most primitive and precious life force in natural environment. A creature is initially from a point, such as a seed of plant and an embryo of animal. A little point is a start which grows up and turns into energy of life in environment. Thus, under the theme of “Seed & Life”, we will expect through the artists’ natural artworks and creative activities to deliver the concept of environmental conservation to more people and also work like energy of seed to continue eco-system function and make sustainability from generation to generation.     
In addition, we believe that everyone is like a seed for environmental action and has abilities to do something friendly to natural environment and implement environmental action on not only value of food and land in daily life but also practice of arts action in person. Taking these environmental actions is significant to express people’s concern to the Earth. Also, accumulating power of these seeds to supply natural environment with sustainable energy is the major goal we keep working on.   
We truly welcome artists sharing any of their innovative creativities or interesting concepts with local residents, students, volunteers, and general public and bring out more interaction to each other. The artists could use simple but impressive techniques to make people close to natural creatures and Guandu wetland, experience the process of natural artwork making, acknowledge important value of environmental conservation, and even appreciate profound meaning of life significantly. 

Timetable of 2013 Guandu International Outdoor Sculpture Festival  
Deadline of Proposal Collection: 2013/Jun/30

Announcement of Final Selected Artists: 2013/Jul/10
Selected Artists’ Stay Period: 2013/Aug/29 (Arrive in Taiwan) - 2013/Sep/16 (Depart from Taiwan)

Festival Opening Press Conference & Carnival: 2013/Sep/15

Sculpture Display Period: 2013/Sep/15 - 2013/Dec/31 
Introduction of Sculpture Display Location: Guandu Region
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Guandu is located at the border of Taipei basin neighboring mountains and facing ocean. It is called as the nature-made beautiful rear window of Taipei area. Guandu is a small township having a unique geographic location at a converging point of Tamshui River and Keelung River. The ecological environment of wetland is a special gift given by nature. Abundant fish and shellfish attract tons of birds to reside in this area. In addition, people rely on rivers breeding their generations and developing their civilization. 

Before 1960s, Guandu was a small village of agriculture. Guandu Old Street (Lane 301 on Dadu Road) was a major street; trains and buses were important traffic connections. Local residents made their living from farming, fishing, and duck egg selling. In past time, Guandu used to be a well-known distributing center of ocean shipping, fishery and agriculture. However, because of river pollution and improper flood control works, it caused huge challenge to agriculture and fishery that were mainly associated with supply of natural resources. This impact forced traditional industries to get transformed, and residents moved out the community in order to find a new way to support their lives. After local trains eventually stopped service, Taipei Metro System starts to operate, and many new buildings keep constructing. These urban developments attract a huge amount of external population move into Guandu area. In addition, Zhixing Road has become a major business street in Guadu after street reformation. It results in a big gap between Guandu Old Street and Zhixing Road. However, for those local middle-aged or older residents who grow up in Guandu, many past memories in their childhood about beautiful nature of Guandu will be unforgettable in their mind forever. 
Nowadays, both nature and culture play important roles in Guandu area. Guandu Temple remains its historical culture. Guandu Bridge is still one of impressive landmark in Guandu area. Residential structures along Guandu Old Street (Lane 301 on Dadu Road) demonstrates an evolution of architecture in Taiwan history, such as classic brick houses, buildings with washed granolithic finished walls from Japanese colonial period, and modern concrete townhouses with ceramic tiles. Taipei National University of the Arts is an important cradle nurturing talent for the country’s cultural and creative sectors. Tittot Glass Art Museum presents the beauty of Chinese glass art to the world. ASUS Tek Computer Inc. develops green technological products. Tzu Chi Culture and Communication Foundation devotes to recycling work. Mangrove Preserve Area nearby Tamshui riverbank is a natural dike protecting people and creatures. Guandu Nature Park, inside of Mangrove Preserve Area, is the best educational place of wetland. By reviewing developmental process of Guandu on its timeline, we figure out how close relationship between the land and human culture is. In short, nowadays Guandu is a small township with combination of history, humanity, technology, nature, ecology, and arts.
Sculpture Display Location
◆  Guandu Nature Park 
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Guandu Nature Park, authorized by Taipei City Government, is currently administrated under the Wild Bird Society of Taipei. It is a nature park of wetland preservation with landscape consisting of an integrated wetland environment of swamp and pond. It is a major stopover site for migratory birds, a great inhabitation for a rich variety of organisms, as well as an important pass-by stop for many species in their annual migration route. Thus, the Park devotes more care to wetland and wild birds. Some areas in the Park open for general public to visit, but most areas still prohibit from general public to access. These restricted areas are preservations for birds and other wild creatures. Human being can observe these wild creatures via telescope or attend the guided tour arranged by the Park in order to visit the areas. In addition, the Park designs many environmental education programs to let human being have opportunities to interact with nature and acknowledge the importance of environmental preservation.

· Objective: The creation is expected as a surprise for general public when they arrive at wetland, or it also could be a concept to illustrate a happy homeland of creatures and the circle of life. It could be a giant practical artwork (installation), or a small size of interactive art piece on the ground that could allow general public to add more and more amounts till the later period of the Festival.

· Material: Any natural materials can be get from Guandu Natural Park directly, such as reed, stone, wood stick, soil, rice straw, bamboo, and leaf etc.

※Driftwood: The artist has to cover shipping charge by his/her own or share the cost with other artists who might also need it.

· Restriction: Strictly prohibit any plastic or toxic materials that might harm wetland and natural environment. 

· Taipei Municipal Gan-Dau Hospital   
Gan-Dau Hospital is a community hospital. It is guided by the philosophy of “We treat our patients like our relatives, and we immerse ourselves in the community”. Our overarching goal is to meet the complete health care needs of every patient, including preventive care, emergency care, chronic care, and long term care. We aim to be the standard bearer for quality medical services in this community.
Chinese website: http://www.gandau.gov.tw/#
English website: http://www.gandau.gov.tw/englishweb/english.htm
Selected Spot: 1st Floor Lobby
· Objective: Not all diseases could be cured. However, we can care every patient’s spirit and life deeply. The proposed “Seed & Life” located in the hospital will become a healing circumstance. It may be not efficient for treatment but provides the anticipation and hope for human body, mind and spirit through natural artwork. 
· Material：Any natural materials can be get from Guandu Natural Park directly, such as reed, stone, tree branch, soil, rice straw, bamboo, leaf, etc. Recycled materials, such as plastic bottle, tin cans, and aluminum cans, are from Tzu Chi recycling station.
· Restriction: Strictly prohibit making any damage on or into all walls. Please do not use materials that cause allergy easily such as pollen or fur.
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· Guan Du Junior High School
Officially founded in July 1992, this is an exquisite school. The teachers are dedicated with teaching. Students are unsophisticated and eager for learning. The school, located on Zhi-Xing Road in Beitou District surrounding by mountains with graceful scenery, is practically full of artistic atmosphere and abundant natural resources. It is also nearby Tamshui River, Guandu Nature Park, Mangrove Preserve Area, and Guandu Temple. The school provides abundant learning resources and develops diversified educational environment to their students.

Selected Spot: the Wall around the school
· Objective：The creation will be suggested to have aesthetic interaction with students. You could see one part of wall through the following photos. The artist can use one or more extended walls for the art work.
· Material：Any natural materials can be get from Guandu Natural Park directly, such as reed, stone, wood stick, soil, rice straw, bamboo, leaf, etc. Recycled materials, such as plastic bottle, tin cans, and aluminum cans, are from Tzu Chi recycling station.
· Restriction: Strictly prohibit making any damage on or into all walls. 
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Support for Each Selected Artist：
· NTD$ 60,000 (approximate USD$ 2,000)： lecturer’s fee, petty cash, material cost, and other installation expense.

· 18-day accommodation：From August 29, 2013 to September 16, 2013, each artist will stay in a single room with individual bathroom. For additional accompanists, extra supplements of bed and meal will be charged by the hotel accordingly.

· Meals：Buffet breakfast will be served in the hotel. Lunch will be provided by Guandu Nature Park every working day. (Dinner is taken care by artist his/herself having an opportunity to try local cuisine.)

· A round-trip airfare of economic class for each selected foreign artist from his/her country to Taiwan (Taoyuan International Airport) and one-way shuttle bus service from Taoyuan International Airport to the hotel on his/her arrival day (check-in time is 3:00 p.m.)：Please notice that it is each artist’s responsibility to keep all ticket stubs and receipts of related expense as proof for making his/her payments request to Guandu Nature Park after arriving Taiwan.

· The Festival aids, local volunteers and high school students will be assigned to each artist to make the creations. 

· Guandu Nature Park will assist to collect recycled objects from Tzu Chi recycling station (e.g. plastic bottle, tin cans, and aluminum cans) or natural materials from Guandu Nature Park (e.g. reed, stone, wood stick, soil, rice straw, bamboo, and leaf etc.) for the creations.
Qualifications:
· Candidates who intend to submit their proposals should have some experiences in working with local residents, volunteers, or junior high school students. While working to complete their art works, the artists will be able to spark interest of the general public to participate in the process of such artistic creation.
· Candidates should also be keen on the relationship between nature, human culture, and environment. 
· The selected artists are required to have basic English conversation skills and the ability to mingle with other artists, local residents, school teachers and students.

Guidelines and Directions:
· The selected artists will be working outdoors in the designated areas of Guandu. They are limited to use only natural or recycled materials that are environmentally friendly, ensuring that in the process of art creation, the environment will not be compromised. They also should bear in mind that after the event is over, the creations are recyclable and decomposed or even return to nature at the end.
· Natural materials such as reed, small stones, tree branch, soil, rice straw, bamboo, and leaf from Guandu Nature Park, or recycled objects from Tzu Chi recycling station, like plastic bottles, tin cans, aluminum cans, and so on should be primarily considered for the artists’ projects. When using paints or coloring substances, only environmentally friendly paints are allowed. You are advised to consult the Park staff and get their approval prior to purchasing any materials for the project. Driftwood will be collected at the Northern coast. If driftwood is used, the artist has to cover shipping charge by his/her own or share the cost with other artists who might also need it.
· The artists should factor in the hot and humid climate of northern Taiwan while planning their projects. Consequently, the artwork should be designed to weather gracefully over time and reveal the different stages as it decays. It shall be exhibited for at least three months or more continuously, and can withstand the typhoon season generally accompanied by storms and heavy rain from September to December.

· Safety must be considered as priority all the time. The creations will be displayed in a hospital lobby where people walk by, stop at or rest, the venues where students are given lessons, and the Park where visitors go to.

· It provides an opportunity for Guandu residents and volunteers to interact and work with artists during the process of creation making. 

· For safety concerns, the decision of disposing the art works (returning to nature, recycling, or dismantling) will be made by the Park.

How to Apply:
The staff in Marketing/Communication Department of Guandu Nature Park is the coordinator of 2013 Guandu International Outdoor Sculpture Festival for this year. We sincerely welcome artists to take part in this annual event. Deadline for proposal submission is June 30th, 2013. The proposal can be rendered either in English or Chinese. Please make sure that you have the following documents ready, and email to the following personnel before the deadline.
English contact window: Joyce Hung at joyce@wbst.org.tw 

Tel +886-2-2858-7417 ext 230
Chinese contact window: Linda Wu at ann570@wbst.org.tw 

Tel: +886-2858-7417 ext 232

1. Description of your proposal for the 2013 Guandu International Outdoor Sculpture Festival ─ “Seed & Life”, including size of the creation and materials needed. Explain how your art work will contribute to raising environmental awareness. (no longer than one A4 paper; acceptable file format of doc file or pdf file).
2. Description of your intention and experience in working with the locals and students on creating the installation art. (no longer than one A4 paper, acceptable file format of doc file or pdf file).

3. Draft of your work to be displayed in Guandu Nature Park, hospital lobby, and the wall around the school via either sketches or computer graphics. (acceptable file format of jpg file; the file should not exceed 1MG).

4. Six images of similar works you have done. (acceptable file format of jpg files; each file should not exceed 1MG). List and give details of these six images -- title, date of completion, materials used, and venue where they were displayed. (acceptable file format of doc file or pdf file).

5. Please also send us your English CV, including your academic background and experience, awards and past exhibitions. Be sure your full name, current mailing address, and nationality are indicated correctly on the CV. (acceptable file format of doc file or pdf file).
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